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Welcome to An Illustrated Advent for Families 
This is our third year of providing families with a resource for engaging their children in faith 
formation at home during the Advent season. Our Illustrated Advent for Families and 
Illustrated Lent for Families have been used by thousands of families around the world, and 
we’re excited to share with you this new version for 2017. 

It can be difficult to find meaningful ways to engage our families in faith formation. It can 
sometimes feel awkward, we don’t always know what to do, and sometimes we have a hard 
time talking about our own faith stories. 

Seasons like Advent and Lent are great opportunities to say, “Hey kids – we’re going to try 
something new for the next few weeks.” Particularly during Advent, with our culture’s desire to 
get to December 25 as soon after Halloween as possible, it’s important to take time to stop, 
wait, and to have conversations and engage in intentional practices for the season. 

An Illustrated Advent for Families is one way to do that—to slow down, ask questions, have fun, 
be intentional about how you spend your time, and try new things. There are coloring pages 
for your children, but we’ve often found that parents enjoy coloring them as much (if not 
more…) as their children enjoy the coloring. There are simple but meaningful devotions for 
families to do throughout Advent, an Advent Wreath activity, and our Advent Calendar. 

It is our hope that by providing you with these resources, you might be able to easily find 
ways to have opportunities for great conversations with your family, as you all prepare to 
enter into the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

As you use these resources in your ministry or your home, we would love to hear what was 
helpful and meaningful and what suggestions or comments you have for us. It is our desire to 
create quality resources for children’s faith formation and we appreciate your comments and 
feedback. 
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You can always reach us at hello@illustratedchildrensministry.com or find us on the following 
social networks: 

 Facebook:   facebook.com/IllustratedCM 
 Facebook Group: facebook.com/groups/IllustratedCM  
 Pinterest:   pinterest.com/IllustratedCM    
 Twitter:   twitter.com/IllustratedCM   
 Instagram:   instagram.com/IllustratedCM   

We also love to see photos and hear stories about how you are using our materials. When 
you are posting photos or comments online, please use the hashtag #anillustratedadvent or 
tag us in the photos so we can see them. That allows us to be part of the conversation and 
you to be part of our online community. Additionally, checking the hashtag on various social 
networks is also a great way to get see how other families and churches are creatively using 
our resources. 

Blessings, 

Adam Walker Cleaveland 
Founder & Illustrator 
Illustrated Children's Ministry, LLC. 

© 2017 Illustrated Children's Ministry, LLC. All Rights Reserved. May be reproduced for congregational 
and personal use only, provided each copy carries this notice. illustratedchildrensministry.com 

http://illustratedchildrensministry.com
http://facebook.com/IllustratedCM
http://facebook.com/groups/IllustratedCM
http://pinterest.com/IllustratedCM
http://twitter.com/IllustratedCM
http://instagram.com/IllustratedCM


© 2017 Illustrated Children's Ministry, LLC. All Rights Reserved. May be reproduced for congregational 
and personal use only, provided each copy carries this notice. illustratedchildrensministry.com 

http://illustratedchildrensministry.com


Family Devotions 
This year, our family devotions will walk you through Advent by focusing on a different Advent 
hymn each week. The hymns will be accompanied by a set of Advent scripture texts and the 
traditional Advent themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. Incorporated into the devotion is a 
time for coloring the Advent Wreath candles if you would like to do so, however that can also 
be used as a stand-alone activity. 

These devotionals are written so they can be used by children of all ages (and adults as well), 
and we believe you’ll find questions and discussion topics in each of the devotionals that will 
work for your children, no matter the age. At the same time, we invite you to feel free to tweak 
the content and questions to work for your family. 

Each devotion consists of the elements below. We invite you to take a look at the devotionals, 
and see what you think will work best for your family. Don’t feel like you need to do all of the 
activities in the devotion for it to be a meaningful experience for you and your family. 

Scripture: Each week we will highlight one or two scripture passages that will lead into the 
reflection for that specific devotion. 

Hymn: We will also share an Advent hymn/carol with you. Some of these may be new, and 
others may be familiar. For those that might be new to you, we’ve even given you a suggested 
YouTube link so that you can listen to the song with your family. Bring some new music into 
your home this Advent season with this music. 

Reflection: A brief reflection is offered for each of the scripture texts. It might make sense for 
you to read this section to your family, or you may just want to read it for yourself, and see 
what question(s) or theme(s) might resonate best with your children and family. 

Discussion: This is a chance for some discussion for your family. Since we love coloring here 
at Illustrated Children's Ministry, we find that often some of the best conversations happen 
while coloring and doing something creative together as a family. We suggest this is a great 
opportunity to color the week’s candle for your Advent Wreath activity. Each week also comes 
with its own coloring page, so you might want to color that as well. 

Family Activity: If you’re looking for ways to enter into the Advent season spirit with your 
family, try some of our activities that we provide you with each week. Some will take a little bit 
of planning - others are more spontaneous. But think about how you can bring some spirit 
and cheer to 

Prayer: Finally, each week’s devotion ends with a short prayer that you can say, or invite your 
children to repeat after you. This is a simple ritual that can end your family’s weekly devotional 
time. 
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Suggested Schedule 
We encourage you to find a time each week that works with your family’s schedule that you 
can set aside to do your family devotional. Obviously, that will be different for each family, but 
if you are looking for a suggested schedule, here is one possibility: 

 
 Week 1: Sunday, December 3rd  

 Week 2: Sunday, December 10th 

 Week 3: Sunday, December 17th 

 Week 4: Sunday, December 24th 

 Week 5: Monday, December 25th* 

 
We pray that these devotionals might help your family spend some quality time together, 
coloring, creating art, listening to the birth narrative, and preparing to celebrate the birth of 
the Christ child. 

* We know, we know. We know what you’re thinking: “You think I’m going to get my kids to do a devotional on Christmas day?!” 
We know each family has different traditions and rituals for Christmas morning. However, one option that seemed to work for 
Adam’s family when he was a kid, was to have the children open their stockings as soon as they got up, but the family didn’t sit 
down to open their presents until they had read the Luke 2 story of Jesus’ birth. So, perhaps you could give your kids the chance 
to open their stockings, which might keep them entertained until you’ve had a chance to get up, get some breakfast and coffee, 
and then you might spend a few minutes to finish building your nativity while you have a brief devotional together before the 
craziness of Christmas present opening happens. At any rate, it’s just a suggestion. Good luck. 
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SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 9:2, 6 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness–on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

ADVENT HYMN: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
  
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

REFLECTION 

The Advent season begins today. As we start preparing our minds and our hearts for Christ’s 
birth, why do we begin in the Old Testament, the Hebrew Bible? We begin in the book of 
Isaiah because there we learn that the people of Israel were waiting for something for many 
years. They were experiencing difficult things: hunger, unfair rulers, pain, suffering. 
  
Have you ever had a time when you had to wait? Not for just a few seconds or minutes. But 
days, weeks, years? What were you waiting for? It can be very difficult. 
  
But this is why we have these words in Isaiah. During Advent they remind us that we are 
waiting. But we are waiting with HOPE. The one we are waiting for is someone great! 
Someone who is wonderful, mighty, everlasting, and one who will bring peace. We are 
waiting for Jesus. 
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DISCUSSION 

As you color the first candle of Hope this week, discuss these questions together: 
  
1. In today’s Scripture, Isaiah talks about people walking in darkness. 

Talk about a time when it was really dark. Maybe it was during a 
storm and the power went out. Maybe you had to get something 
from a dark room or closet with no windows. What did that feel like? 
How did it feel when you were able to light a candle or find a 
flashlight? 

2. Read or sing the hymn “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” out loud 
together. What words jump out to you? Do you notice or hear any 
words repeated? Do you see any similar words in the scripture and 
the hymn? Why do you think the author chose the words they did? 

3. Has someone in your family, one of your friends, or someone in your 
faith community had a baby or is about to have a baby? What do 
you do to prepare for a baby? What are some ways that we can 
prepare for Jesus’ birth? 

FAMILY ACTIVITY: Sticky Hopes 
In our scripture today, the writer says the people will see a great light. We light candles to 
bring light in darkness. During Advent, we associate light with Hope. Spend some time 
talking and writing down or drawing things that you are hopeful for in your life and in the 
world, and put them on sticky notes or pieces of paper. Take those sticky notes and put them 
by a light switch in your house. This week, as you turn on and turn off the lights, say a prayer 
about the things you hope for on the notes. When your family gathers for the next week of 
Advent, talk about how you felt each time you remembered to pray and hope. 

PRAYER 
To the One who gives us Hope, thank you for inviting us to this time of waiting. Help us to: 
open our eyes so we can see your light,  
open our ears so we can hear your words of hope,  
open our minds so we can understand you,  
open our hearts so we can receive your love.  
Come, long expected Jesus, we are waiting for you!  
Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 40:1-5 and Luke 3:2b-6 
Isaiah 40:1-5 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places 
a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for 
the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

Luke 3:2b-6 
The word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as 
it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and 
the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

ADVENT HYMN: Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

“Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!” So says our God. 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. 
To my people now proclaim that my pardon waits for them! 
Tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.” 
  
For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near. 
calling us to true repentance, since the reign of God is here. 
O, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way. 
Let the valleys rise in meeting and the hills bow down in greeting. 
  
Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God’s holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken. 
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WEEK 2: PEACE 
Finding Comfort 

Suggested date: December 10

LISTEN ONLINE 
Listen to the hymn 
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REFLECTION 

John, son of Zechariah, known to many of us as “John the Baptist” was Jesus’ cousin. During 
the Advent Season, church leaders will often teach us about John because he was someone 
who prepared people to be ready for Jesus and his ministry. In the Luke passage, you can see 
that John quotes the book of Isaiah because he knows that his audience would recognize that 
familiar passage. John believed that Jesus was the one that would help the world become 
again what God intended it to be. He urged those around him to be ready for God’s work 
through Jesus. During Advent, we are invited to prepare ourselves to be ready for Jesus’ work 
in the world. 

The words of our Advent hymn, Comfort, Comfort Now My People, come directly from our 
scripture readings this week. The writer of Isaiah and the writer of the hymn both begin with 
this word: comfort. The comfort the writers share is the reassurance that God did not 
abandon God’s people then and God is with us now. We live in a world where difficult things 
happen every day. Many people ask, “where is God?” Isaiah reminds us that we serve a God 
who brings comfort and peace even in the midst of difficulty and pain. 

DISCUSSION 
As you color the second candle of Peace this week, discuss these questions together: 
  
1. What are some of your family traditions during Advent? What are some things you enjoy 

doing when you gather with relatives you don’t see often? 
2. John the Baptist said, “Prepare the way of the Lord!” What does the way of the Lord mean 

to you? What are things that you do that are following the way of the Lord?  
3. This is the week in Advent where we focus on Peace. Right now it seems as though there is 

a lot of not peaceful things happening in the world? What are ways that we can make 
peace? What are actions we can do that comfort others? 

FAMILY ACTIVITY: Signs of Peace 
In a world filled with conflict, God calls us to be peacemakers. One way we can do this is by 
bringing comfort to others who may be sad, hurting, lonely or sick. Individually or as a family, 
create at least one or more “signs of peace.” Decide who in your life could use a sign of peace 
this season. Perhaps you write a letter to a family member far away. Another idea is to make a 
small poster together (with drawings, words, pictures from magazines), frame the poster, and 
deliver it to the person or people who need this sign of peace (ideas include a daycare, 
senior center, hospital, or a homebound friend). Be creative with your signs of comfort and 
peace. 
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PRAYER 

God of Comfort and Peace, 
We come to you this Advent Season with questions. 
Why is there sadness? 
Why do scary things happen? 
Why are people mean to each other? 
We know we can come to you with these questions. 
That you hold the sadness and pain close to you. 
Thank you for being a God who can comfort. 
Help us to bring comfort to your people. 
Help us to make signs of peace. 
Teach us to be peacemakers every day. 
Amen. 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SCRIPTURE: Luke 1:39-56  
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed 
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he 
has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will 
call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His 
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with 
his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the 
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, 
and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants 
forever.” And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. 

ADVENT HYMN: My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout 
(Canticle of the Turning) 
My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great,  
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait.  
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn,  
so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn? 
  
REFRAIN: My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.  
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn. 

Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me,  
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be.  
Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you yearn,  
you will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn. 
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WEEK 3: JOY 
Learning About Being God’s Family 

Suggested date: December 17
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REFRAIN: My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.  
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn. 
  
From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone.  
Let the king beware for your justice tears every tyrant from his throne.  
The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn;  
there are tables spread; every mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. 

REFRAIN: My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.  
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn. 

REFLECTION 

The weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas are when many people travel to be closer to 
family. We see in our scripture this week that when Mary learned she was pregnant, she 
traveled to visit her cousin Elizabeth who was also expecting a baby. Mary must have been 
experiencing a lot of different emotions: excitement, anxiousness, wonder, and fear. When we 
have big things happen in our lives, we want to share them with family. 
  
What we learn today is that Elizabeth was the perfect person for Mary to visit because she 
celebrated Mary for who she was and gave her encouragement and support. Elizabeth 
offered Mary the experience of joy for the upcoming birth of Jesus. And what did Mary do? 
She sang a song of joy. Our Advent Hymn this week uses our scripture passage which is 
known as “the Magnificat” or “Song of Mary.” This song shares with us that Mary believed that 
Jesus would be the one who bring joy and hope to all people. 

DISCUSSION 

As you color the third candle of Joy this week, discuss these questions together: 
  
1. What are some of your family traditions during Advent? What are some things you enjoy 

doing when you gather with relatives you don’t see often? 
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2. Our hymn has the line “Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me.” 
Think of and share with each other ways that God has used you to do good things no 
matter your age, your height, or your strength. 

3. What does the word joy mean to you? What are some ways you can share joy with others 
during Advent? 

FAMILY ACTIVITY: Spreading Joy 
While the holidays can be a time where families gather and joyful memories are made, the 
holidays can also be painful times, lonely times, times where some are left out. 
  
This week, we invite you to do the following: 
  

• Contact a local nonprofit that helps families in need during the holidays. If you aren’t 
certain where to start, ask your church or a faith community close to you which 
agencies they support during this time. Ask your selected agency for a list of most 
needed items. Purchase one or several items on the list. 

• Take an evening this week and make your family’s favorite holiday treat. Make two 
batches. One for your family and one to give away. 

• Take the donation you purchased to your selected agency and give the second batch 
of treats to the staff who are working in the office. 

• Pray that your donation might bring some joy to a family in need during Advent. 

PRAYER 

Creator of Joy, we share Mary’s joy this week: 
The joy of expectation, 
The joy of family, 
The joy of new beginnings, 
The joy of compassion, 
The joy of your promise of justice for all. 
As we continue to wait for your son 
help us to be bearers of joy and love 
help us to embrace others as family 
help us to know how to help those in need. 
We pray that your joy may cause the world to turn. 
Amen. 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SCRIPTURE: Luke 2:1-7 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

ADVENT HYMN: Savior of the Nations, Come 
Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s son, make here your home.  
Marvel now, O heaven and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth. 
  
From God’s heart the Savior speeds; back to God his pathway leads;  
out to vanquish death’s command, back to reign at God’s right hand. 
  
Now your manger, shining bright, hallows night with newborn light. 
Night cannot this light subdue; let our faith shine ever new. 
  
Praise we sing to Christ the Lord, virgin’s son, incarnate Word!  
To the holy Trinity praise we sing eternally. 

REFLECTION 
This year, we find that our fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve happen at the same 
time. Many of us will gather in churches Sunday morning and perhaps again in the evening to 
have a special Christmas Eve service. Today is a combination of both the expected (Sunday 
worship) and unexpected (Christmas Eve falling on a Sunday). The same could be said for 
Joseph and Mary. Their story contains both the expected and unexpected. 
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WEEK 4: LOVE & CHRISTMAS EVE 
Expected and Unexpected 

Suggested date: December 24

LISTEN ONLINE 
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Joseph and Mary were expecting a baby. They were expecting to travel, as everyone was 
required to travel. They were expecting to arrive in Bethlehem before Mary had Jesus. What 
was unexpected was having no place to stay, having a baby amongst the animals, and placing 
their precious one in a feeding trough for safe keeping. 
  
Jesus comes to us today in expected and unexpected ways. We expect the candles, the 
beautiful hymns, our familiar passage told from the gospel of Luke. But Jesus meets us in 
unexpected ways. Through helping our neighbor who needs transportation. By being able to 
be kind to someone who is difficult. And remembering to pay attention to those who may get 
left out. Come, Lord Jesus, we are ready to meet you. 

DISCUSSION 

As you color both the fourth candle of Love and the Christ candle, discuss these questions 
together: 
  
1. What are your Christmas Eve traditions? What do you expect when you attend a Christmas 

Eve service or worship together at home? 
2. Imagine you were on a long trip and when you got to your destination there was no place 

for you to stay? How would you feel? What would you do? 
3. What are ways that you can expect Jesus each day? How can you learn to see Jesus in 

your daily lives? 

FAMILY ACTIVITY: Silent Night 

Before you go to sleep tonight, turn off the lights, light a candle or a small flashlight and sing 
this familiar hymn together as a way to welcome Jesus: 
  
 Silent night, holy night!  
 All is calm, all is bright  
 ‘round yon virgin mother and child!  
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  
 sleep in heavenly peace,  
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
  
 Silent night, holy night!  
 Shepherds quake at the sight;  
 glories stream from heaven afar,  
 heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia:  
 Christ the Savior is born;  
 Christ the Savior is born!” 

Silent night, holy night!  
Son of God, love’s pure light  
radiant beams from thy holy face,  
with the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
  
Silent night, holy night!  
Wondrous star, lend thy light;  
with the angels let us sing  
Alleluia to our King:  
Christ the Savior is born;  
Christ the Savior is born. 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PRAYER 

Dear Jesus, 
As we see familiar sights 
As we smell familiar smells 
As we sing familiar songs 
We remember that you entered the world, 
In unexpected surroundings 
With unexpected parents 
At an unexpected time. 
Help us to expect you in the unexpected 
and to love the world as you do. 
Amen. 
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SCRIPTURE: Luke 2:8-16  
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

CHRISTMAS HYMN: Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
REFRAIN: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,  
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 

REFRAIN: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

The shepherds feared and trembled who lo! above the earth  
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. 

REFRAIN: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,  
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

REFRAIN: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

© 2017 Illustrated Children's Ministry, LLC. All Rights Reserved. May be reproduced for congregational 
and personal use only, provided each copy carries this notice. illustratedchildrensministry.com 

LISTEN ONLINE 
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group Cloverton in 
this fun rendition 
on YouTube: 
https://
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CHRISTMAS MORNING 
Jesus is Here! 

Suggested date: December 25
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REFLECTION 

When someone has a baby or celebrates his or her birthday, what do many cultures do to 
recognize the day? Some will sing special songs, prepare special treats, or give gifts. In 
American culture, many families have parties to celebrate an upcoming birth or a birthday. 
Who gets invited to these parties? In most cases, if you are invited to a baby shower or 
birthday party you are an important person in the life of the person of honor. Special days like 
these are reserved for family, friends, and special guests. 
  
Think about the night Jesus was born? Who was present for that day? On a day where Mary 
should have been surrounded by supportive family and friends, she, Joseph, and baby Jesus 
were alone.  

Or were they?  

Our scripture reading shares with us that on that same night, angels announced Jesus’ birth 
to an unlikely crowd, a group of shepherds. They weren’t wealthy. They most likely did not go 
to traditional school. They weren’t famous. But their response to this wonderful news is 
important. They wanted to see and celebrate the good news that the angels brought. Their 
response should encourage us today that no matter who you are and where you are from, we 
can all celebrate the good news of Jesus’ birthday. 

DISCUSSION 
1. Imagine you were a shepherd caring for sheep in a field. What would you see? What 

would you smell? What do you think the sheep would do if they heard the angels? What 
would you do? 

2. Our hymn today invites us to “Go tell it on a mountain” that it is Jesus’ birthday. Why 
would a mountain be a good place to make an announcement? 

3. What is your favorite part of the story of Jesus’ birth? Why is it your favorite? 

FAMILY ACTIVITY: Connecting 

We encourage you to make time to eat with your family or connect with family or friends 
using Skype or FaceTime at some point on Christmas Day. Whether it is during a meal or a 
video call, share with each other something you are thankful for today. Write down or draw 
what each person is thankful for. At the end of the day, combine all of them into a prayer of 
thankfulness to God. 
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PRAYER 

Dear Jesus, 
Happy Birthday! 
We are so glad that you chose to be born 
and that you choose to get to know us. 
Thank you for becoming a part of our family 
and for inviting us to become a part of yours. 
Thank you for loving us. We love you! 
Amen. 
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Illustrated Advent Wreath 
Why the Advent Wreath? 

For some of you, you may be a part of a church tradition where Advent Wreaths are used 
during worship services or made at a church Advent celebration to take and use at home. 
Others of you may not be familiar with Advent Wreaths or are part of a church that does not 
incorporate them into worship.  

The tradition of what we know as our modern Advent Wreath began in 18th century Germany 
in the Lutheran church. It became a sign for Christians to use as they waited for the 
celebration of Christ’s birth. The evergreen wreath is a sign of God’s faithfulness to God’s 
people. Each candle is a reminder of the light of Christ. The first candle symbolizes the Hope 
we have in Christ. The second candle reminds us that Christ came to bring Peace. The third 
candle reveals the Joy of Christ’s coming. The fourth candle represents the Love of God 
through Jesus Christ. The center candle is known as the Christ candle and it is lit to proclaim 
the birth of Jesus. 

This year, we invite you to create your own Illustrated Advent Wreath to aid you as you travel 
through Advent on your own or with your family. Each week of Advent, you will have the 
opportunity to color an Advent candle as you read through the devotional materials.  

We encourage you to cut out the candles and display them in a creative way (make a poster, 
hang them on your refrigerator, post them near your doorway) to help you remember and 
reflect on Advent throughout the week. Or you can use our paper “wreath” and place each of 
the candles on the appropriate circle. It is our hope that our Advent resources will deepen 
your faith and connection with God and your family as you journey together through Advent. 

There are some instructions and photos on the next few pages, and we hope that you enjoy 
making your Illustrated Advent Wreath. 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Instructions 
Building your Illustrated Advent Wreath doesn’t require many supplies. Feel free to get 
creative when you color/decorate your candles.  

Supplies needed: 

• The paper Advent Wreath, where you will tape/glue your candles to their appropriate 
circles each week. 

• The paper printouts of the candles - we’d recommend printing them out onto a a 
thicker card stock paper if you can. 

• A pair of scissors. 

• Tape (or a glue stick). 

• Coloring pencils/crayons/markers. 

• NOT REQUIRED: A Silhouette Cameo (special instructions for Cameo owners below). 

Steps: 

1. We would recommend having your child/children color the candle first. If you have more 
than one child, you may want to let each child color and build their Illustrated Advent 
Wreath. 

2. Once the candle has been colored, cut around the outline of the candle, being careful not 
to cut off the tabs at the bottom of the candle (this is how you will affix the candle to the 
wreath). 

3. Then you will want to roll the paper into a candle shape so that the left side of the candle 
reaches over to the dotted line of the portion that has been left uncolored. You will want 
to use small rolls of tape, or glue on the uncolored portion, and affix it under the colored 
portion of the candle. 

4. Once your candle is taped/glued, take the small tabs at the bottom, and either fold them 
outward or inward (depending on how you want the candle to look), and place glue or 
small rolls of tape on the folded portion of the tab that will affix onto the wreath, and 
secure your candle onto the wreath.  

5. Add a new candle each week and watch your Illustrated Advent Wreath grow! 

 
There are some photos and additional instructions on the following page. 
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Special Instructions for owners of the Silhouette Cameo 3 

These instructions were put together using the Silhouette Studio software, Business Edition, but the 
directions should work for any edition of the software (though the location of the menus or buttons may 
be different). The same general directions should also work with a Cricut, but we don’t know if the menu 
and action items have the same name. However, anyone familiar with their software should be able to 
figure it out from these directions. Theoretically. Best of luck! 

1. Open the PNG file for the candle you want to print and cut. 
2. Open the ‘Trace’ Menu box and click on the ‘Select Trace Area’ box. 
3. Using your mouse, draw a box around the entire image. 
4. Slide the Threshold arrow to 100%. 
5. Click on the “Trace and Detach” button at the bottom of the window. 
6. Click on the image and drag it to the side. 
7. Choose “Select All” from the edit menu and then hold down the shift key while 

clicking on the image a second time so that everything except the image is selected.  
8. Hit delete. 
9. Click on the image again and move it into the center of the paper. 
10. Open the ‘Page Setup’ Menu box and set the Page Size to Letter (or whatever size 

you’ll be printing on). 
11. Then click the third tab on the top of the ‘Page Setup’ Menu box to open the 

Registration Marks Window.  
12. In the first drop-down, choose ‘Type 1 CAMEO, Portrait, Curio’. 
13. Make sure the image fits within the boundaries created by the registration marks. 
14. Choose ‘Print’ from the file menu and print the image onto cardstock or whatever 

material you’re using. 
15. Once you’ve sent the image to print, do not change anything on the screen in the 

Silhouette Software. 
16. Take the printed image and stick it to your Silhouette mat in the upper left hand 

corner (as it is shown in the software). 
17. In Silhouette Studio, click on the ‘Send’ button on the top right, select the material 

you’re cutting from the drop down menu. 
18. Click ‘Next’ and make sure the image you’re cutting is outlined in red.  
19. Click ‘Next’ and make sure your blade is set to the correct depth (if you’re not using 

an Autoblade).  
20. Load your mat into the Silhouette and send it off to cut. It should only take a minute as 

it’s a simple cut.  
21. In order to ensure that the candle doesn’t rip when you’re removing it from the mat, it 

can help to turn the mat upside down and peel the mat away from the image rather 
than trying to pull the image away from the mat. 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2017 Advent Calendar 
While many Advent calendars today come with the promise of chocolates or toys behind 
each of the numbered doors, this Advent calendar is a little different. Our Advent calendar is 
more of an activity calendar — activities that can help you get into the Advent and Christmas 
spirit. Some of these activities will be great for your kids to do by themselves—others will 
require the whole family. And there are some activities that require you to get out of your 
house and go into your community. 

We think these activities will be a lot of fun for your kids and your family and maybe some of 
the prompts will cause you and your family to get creative and make up other activities on 
your own. 

Many of these activities would be great opportunities to share your photos online using the 
#anillustratedadvent hashtag. The list of activities is below, and then you can either have your 
kids color the B&W calendar, or go ahead and use the color version provided. 

Each of the weeks of Advent has a different theme and focus, and we hope that this will 
provide you with meaningful ways to get into the Christmas spirit. 

Most importantly - have fun with it! 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WEEK ONE 
Prepare your Hearts and Homes 

December 3: Week 1 Family Devotional (Advent Wreath and Coloring Sheets) 

December 4: Have your child/children make a list of ways they can help you prepare for 
Christmas. Make a plan for decorating the house, shopping for gifts and sending Christmas 
cards to friends and family. 

December 5: Create a new family tradition. Talk about something new you can do this year to 
help celebrate the Christmas season. Keep it simple such as watching a special Christmas 
movie together, hanging a favorite decoration in a special place, or baking a new type of 
Christmas cookie. 

December 6: Saint Nicholas’ Day: Perform a Random Act of Kindness! Celebrate by doing 
something nice and unexpected for a neighbor or friend. Leave cookies or sweets on a 
neighbor’s doorstep, drop off a card to a friend, or bring someone flowers. Take the 
opportunity to talk to your child/children about different ways to show kindness without 
spending money (i.e. listening to a friend, playing with the new kid at school or saying thank 
you to their teacher after class). 

December 7: Create an ornament shaped like a heart. Use pipe cleaners, beads, buttons, 
wire, string or any craft supplies you have at home. While you and your child/children create 
the ornament, talk about how we prepare our hearts for the Christmas season. 

December 8: Have a Hot Cocoa or Ice Cream Sundae night and talk about what the 
Christmas season means to your family. Discuss the traditions you plan to follow and why they 
are important to your family. 

December 9: Take a drive or walk through the neighborhood to see how other families are 
preparing for Christmas. Talk about all the ways you can prepare your home and heart for the 
Christmas season.  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WEEK TWO 
Provide Comfort 

December 10: Week 2 Family Devotional (Advent Wreath and Coloring Sheets) 

December 11: Research a local charity with your child/children. Over the week, prepare a 
donation for a local charity that helps others in your neighborhood. Talk to your child/children 
about what type of donation they want to make and why it is important to help others. 

December 12: Decorate a box or paper bags for your donation. You can use a Christmas 
theme or any theme you choose. 

December 13: Collect items for your donation. 

December 14: Collect items for your donation. 

December 15: Finish collecting items for your donation. 

December 16: Take your donation to the local charity. Talk about how your child’s/children’s 
donation will make a difference in someone’s life. 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WEEK THREE 
Provide Hope 

December 17: Week 3 Family Devotional (Advent Wreath and Coloring Sheets) 

December 18: Talk about all the different ways to pray for others. Discuss why we pray for 
others and how our prayers can help them – even if they do not know we are praying for 
them. Make a list of 5 to 10 people or situations you and your child/children want to pray for 
this week. 

December 19: Cut out 5 to 10 strips of paper (depending on your list from Monday). Write 
the names from your list on each strip and say a short prayer for each.  

December 20: Attach strips and hang as a garland. Think about why each one is important. 

December 21: Light a small candle for each name/situation. Say a short prayer for each.  

December 22: Draw a picture or doodle on a blank piece of paper while you pray for each 
person or situation on your list. 

December 23: Focus on the joys of the season. Have your child/children write a letter to Jesus 
or draw a picture thanking him for listening to their prayers. Then say a quick prayer together 
about your hopes for the new year ahead. 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WEEK FOUR 
Rejoice 

December 24: Week 4 Family Devotional (Advent Wreath and Coloring Sheets) and attend a 
church service for Christmas Eve. 

December 25: Merry Christmas! Take time for the final devotional with your child/children.  
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