
 

Preparing to Teach 
Mission Year 2A: Love God, Love Others 

3 Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated  
  

Unit Intro 

As followers of Jesus, we walk in the footsteps of generations of believers before us--heroes of the faith.  

Through exploration of the Story of God, witnessing people’s hearts and lives changed by Christ, we learn 

to see the world in a new way: to love and serve God. By the power of the Spirit, we obey and seek God’s 

will, putting on the full armor of God, and investing in the Kingdom. God relentlessly pursues us and those 

around us. We join God, and in the footsteps of Jesus, we become peacemakers, seek justice, mercy, 

and compassion; and carry out our mission to “go and make disciples.”  
 

Prayer for teachers: 

God, may you tune my heart to yours. Christ empower us to live into your Kingdom. Spirit be evident, 

blowing before us. Amen. 
 

Lessons in this Unit: 

Lesson 1. June 11: Heroes of the Faith and Abel, Hebrews 11:1-4 and “Cain and Abel” Jesus Calling 

Bible; [Heroes of the Faith and Hannah, Hebrews 11:1-10 and “Hannah’s Special Prayer” from the Jesus 

Calling Bible] 

Lesson 2. June 18: Paul’s Missionary Journeys, “A New Way to See,”JSB 

Lesson 3. June 25: Love God, Love Others; Matthew 22:34-40 

July 2: NO KIDS MINISTRY 

Lesson 4. July 9: Obey God: “A little servant girl and the proud general,” JSB; [Rahab, Joshua 2] 

Lesson 5. July 16: Jesus’ Baptism: “Holy Baptism,” Godly Play Vol 3. Lesson 6 

Lesson 6. July 23: Ready: “God’s Armor,” Ephesians 6:10-18 NIrV [and 1 Corinthians 9:24-27] 

Lesson 7. July 30: Investing in the Kingdom/Generosity: “A Woman Shares Food with Elijah.” God’s Love 

for You Bible p. 86 and Kenya story to follow) [Malachi; “Malachi’s Great Test” in God’s Love for You Bible 

p. 118 with Philippines story to follow, “Gifts that honor God”] 

Lesson 8. August: 6: Love Others: “Lost Sheep, Lost Coins and Lost People,” God’s Love for You Bible 

p.150 and following India story; [Love Others: “Jesus Loves Little Children,” God’s Love for You Bible p. 

192 and Albania story to follow] 

Lesson 9. August 13: Peacemaking and Reconciliation: “Abigail the Peacemaker,” God’s Love for You 

Bible, and story on Colombia to follow; 1 Samuel 25:14-35, 39  

Lesson 10. August 20: Jesus Says “Go!”, Matthew 28:16-20; Victory with Megen Smith 

Lesson 11. August 27: Compassion and Mercy, Luke 3:11; Last Bell with Ellen Jackson 

 

Today’s Lesson: 

This morning we learn about holy baptism.  

 

You will find a YouTube version of this lesson at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Juatr2NVOeY 

Please take time to review this lesson before Sunday. We will skip the last minute or so of this video since 

we will be using electrical candles. 

 

Feast and Response will take place with the adults today. Feast will be communion with their parents/the 

adults who brought them today. Response will be witnessing the baptisms in the courtyard (pending 

weather). Please have the kids lined up in the upstairs hallway by 10:50. Before doing so, remind 

them about Quiet Voices/Respectful Speech--the adults will be able to hear them in the hallway. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Juatr2NVOeY
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Lesson Plan 

Jesus’ Baptism 

  

Bible Story: The Trinity and The Holy Baptism adapted from Godly Play; Matthew 28:18-20 

Memory Verse:  “Be like the Son of Man [Jesus]. He did not come to be served. Instead, he 

came to serve others. He came to give his life as the price for setting many people free.” 

Matthew 20:28 

Song: God of Justice http://smile.amazon.com/God-Of-

Justice/dp/B00JQKEKGA/ref=sr_1_2?s=dmusic&ie=UTF8&qid=1423065415&sr=1-

2&keywords=god+of+justice 

 

Welcome/Getting Ready: 

What we need: two containers--one filled with water--to pour water back and forth between the 

vessels 

 

 Co-Teacher at door welcoming kids, helping kids to recognize  

this space as sacred.  Co-Teacher with hands out and let kids  

respond/chose greeting, high five, “knuckles” or a hug.  

(see options at the door on the wall-CONNECT)    

Teacher on floor in a circle on the carpet (K-2) or at the table (3-5th),  

getting kids ready (i.e. helping them prepare their hearts  

and minds for today’s time together and specifically the story). 

 

TEACHER: Good morning!  My name is ________.  

 

Welcome the kids by name, as they arrive. Make introductions and connections between them 

as necessary. Catch up on each others’ weeks.  

 

Pour the water back and forth between vessels. Allow the kids to notice and talk about it.  

 

Once everyone arrives:  

 

Today is a special day. Today for our Response and Feast activities we will join the adults up in 

the sanctuary for communion before we witness a baptism celebration today. We’ll talk more 

about that later. 

       

UNITE and DISENGAGE STRESS  

Will you stand and repeat our creed after me? We will do this three times to practice. 

 

We believe in one God, the creator of heaven and earth ... 

(Kids repeat) 

We believe in Jesus Christ, the only Son of God .... 

http://smile.amazon.com/God-Of-Justice/dp/B00JQKEKGA/ref=sr_1_2?s=dmusic&ie=UTF8&qid=1423065415&sr=1-2&keywords=god+of+justice
http://smile.amazon.com/God-Of-Justice/dp/B00JQKEKGA/ref=sr_1_2?s=dmusic&ie=UTF8&qid=1423065415&sr=1-2&keywords=god+of+justice
http://smile.amazon.com/God-Of-Justice/dp/B00JQKEKGA/ref=sr_1_2?s=dmusic&ie=UTF8&qid=1423065415&sr=1-2&keywords=god+of+justice
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(Kids repeat) 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver of life … 

(Kids repeat) 

 

Storytelling: 

What we need:  

3 white felt or cloth circles (at least 12” in diameter), a life-like doll baby (not figurines) and 

basket, doll dressed in a white blanket or garment, large bowl of water for the doll baptism, 

small pitcher of water, perfumed oil, 1 dove cut out from document, large (electrical) candle for 

the Christ candle, 3 small tealight (electrical) candles, small hand towel for the teacher to dry 

his/her hands. 

 

I suggest that if kids try to talk to you during the story,  

you simply put a finger up to your ear to indicate ‘listen’  

and wait for quiet to start again. If a child is persistent, then maybe  

offer a “no thank you” or remind them that they’ll  

have a turn to talk when you finish the story. 

 

Teacher note: 

Here is a YouTube video of this lesson: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Juatr2NVOeY We will 

skip the last minute or so of this video since we will be using electrical candles today. 

 

Before the lesson, check to make sure the candles work. 

 

This is the Trinity. 

 

Place the white circles in front of you, overlapping with each other.  

 

Jesus instructed us to baptize people in the name of the Father… the Son… the Holy 

Spirit 

 

Sit back and appreciate the symbol of the Trinity.  

Then point to each circle and name them again 

 

The Creator… the Rescuer... the Sustainer 

 

Place the pitcher and the glass bowl on the Father Circle, the Christ candle on the Son circle, 

and the dove and oil on the Holy Spirit circle. Do this slowly, deliberately. 

 

Pour the water into the glass bowl, listening to the sound of the water. Then put your hand in the 

water and move it around as you begin to name it. Then cup your hand to draw some of the 

water out, and pour it back as you continue.  

 

This is the water of creation, the dangerous water of the flood, the water the people went 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Juatr2NVOeY
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through into freedom, the water Jesus was baptized in, and the water you were - or will 

be - baptized in. 

 

When you have contemplated this for a moment, continue: 

 

There was once someone who said such wonderful words and did such amazing things 

that people just had to listen to him and follow him. One time when they asked, “Who are 

you?” he said... 

 

Then light the Christ candle as you say: 

 

“I am the Light.” 

 

“Fly” the dove around for a moment. Take the stopper off the bottle of oil. Slowly move the oil 

around the circle so that the children can catch its scent.  

 

The Holy Spirit goes wherever the breath of God can go. The Holy Spirit rides this 

invisible wind like a dove and comes to us when we need God’s comfort and power. The 

Holy Spirit is invisible, like the scent of this oil. The fragrance is invisible, but the it is still 

here.  

 

People are baptized when they are children, or teenagers, or grown ups or even very old. 

We will use this doll to see how baptism is done. We will call this doll, “Bobby.” 

 

Pick up the doll and hold it in your arms. 

 

We ask the person about to be baptized questions. We say a prayer for the person. Then 

we are ready. 

 

Stir the water and immerse the doll in the water. 

 

Bobby, I baptize you in the name of the Father… in the name of the Son… and in the 

name of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Carefully place the doll back in its basket.  

Then take an electrical tealight candle from the candle basket. 

 

This light from the Christ Candle reminds us of the light of Christ within us. When we are 

baptized we announce that we have this light within us. Bobby, remember the day of your 

baptism. 

 

Pretend to “light” Bobby’s tealight with the electrical flame of the Christ candle and place it on 

the white circles. Pick up another tealight from the basket to use for yourself.  
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I am (say your name). I remember the day of my baptism. 

 

Place your candle near Bobby’s. Light one more electrical tealight as you say: 

 

This is the light reminds us of Christ in all of you, and we think of your baptism, or the 

baptism you will have one day. 

 

As the candles are being lit, call the children’s attention to the expanding circle of light. 

 

Look. The light is growing bigger and bigger. Look here. Even as the Christ candle light 

separates and gives light away it is not growing smaller. Look at all this light! 

 

 

WONDERING: 
While you may choose to use all of the questions,  

be sensitive to the Spirit’s leading as you move  

into this phase. You may find that one or more  

of the questions seems particularly important to spend  

time with. Also, it is okay if the children speculate  

inaccurately. They are processing the story. 

 

Teachers can share their wondering as well since  

building relationship with the children is one of the goals.   

It may be best for teachers to share after the kids  

so kids aren’t tempted to mimic the teacher. 

 

 

TEACHER:  

-I wonder what your favorite part of the story is? 

-I wonder if there is any part of what we have talked about this morning that we could leave out? 

-I wonder how much light can come from one light? 

-I wonder how you feel about this light? 

-I wonder if you have been baptised? 

-I wonder if you’ve seen the light in others? 

 

TEACHER: “Will you pray with me? _____________  Amen.” 

 

FEAST: 

Teachers, please have children lined up in the hallways,  

ready to enter the gathering by 10:50am. 

              

Please give the following instructions:  
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Today for Feast we will join the adults up in the sanctuary for communion before we witness the 

baptism celebration today. We are going to line up now and walk quietly upstairs. While we wait 

to be invited in, we need to remember to be respectfully quiet--the adults are still listening to 

their story and will be able to hear us in the hallway.  When their story is finished, we’ll find and 

sit with the adult we brought with us this morning, okay?  

 

Teachers, please keep the doors to the sanctuary closed and  

have the children wait quietly until you are called into the gathering space. 

If the children need to sit in the hallway and/or “hold a bubble” in their mouth  

(to keep quiet until they release it at the time the doors open), then do so.  

IF you have time you may want to remind the kids of our commitments 

before going upstairs. 

 

 

PreK-2nd Grade 3rd-5th Grade 

Helping Hands Acts of Service 

Listening Ears Reflective Listening 

Quiet Voices Respectful Speech 

Walking Feet Considerate Movement 

Right to Pass Personal Choice 

 

 

 

RESPONSE: 

Our Response to the lesson today will be to watch those who have decided to be baptized. The 

kids will proceed outside with their parents/the adults who brought them after communion. 


