
  
  

 
Jesus is ‘God with us’! (see Matthew 1:23) 

 
 

 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 
 
 

God made me; Jesus loves me; 
 The Spirit is always with me. 

Advent 2017: O Come Emmanuel, 
“God with Us” 
 
For 400 years God had been silent. Israel 
longed to hear something. Then, God reached 
out. Not with his voice, but with his very 
person: God himself came down. God is with 
us when situations seem hopeless. God is 
with us when the journey seems too long and 
difficult. God is with us because he loves us. 
God’s presence with us is cause for joy!  
 

 
Create Space: Create space in your home to celebrate 
Advent.  Grab a Trinity Advent Guide and find one 
way to observe Advent with your child(ren).  Have 
your toddler/preschooler participate! 
 
Remember:  Get out some shaving cream in the 
shower or the bath and write in it some letters/words 
of the memory verse.  Review the verse with your 
child(ren) as you play in the shaving cream.  
Download O Come, O Come Emmanuel and play it in 
the car or in the house as you go about your daily 
routines.   
 
Hands on Prayer: Take (or make) some play-doh and 
roll it into a ball (and pray for the world), then make a 
cross (and pray for the Church/all those who follow 
Jesus), then make it into a heart (and pray for other 
people), and then into your name’s initial letter (and 
pray for yourself and each other). 

 
Lesson 1: December 3:  

First Sunday of Advent: There is Always Hope/Stump of David’s family will grow a shoot  
(Isaiah 11:1-3) 
 

Lesson 2: December 10:  
Trusting that God will Come/Journey to Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-5, The Story for Children, p. 186-187) 

 
Lesson 3: December 17:  

Celebration of Emmanuel/Angels Visit the Shepherds (Luke 2:8-20, The Story for Children, p. 189-191) 
 
To cover at home/Christmas Day or Eve: 

For God so Loved the World/Birth of Jesus (John 3:16 and Luke 2:6-7, Jesus Storybook Bible p. 182-183) 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Let’s connect as parents as we disciple our 
children together: 
Our Advent unit begins with the “Stump of Jesse”.  How 
do you watch and wait for God to bring new life to dead 
places? How can we live expectantly together, preparing 
our hearts for Jesus’ birthday? 
 
Share your Advent traditions with another parent this 
week. Are your children soaking in the incredible gift of 
Jesus? 
 
Resources to check out: 
-Pick up Trinity’s Advent Guide to use at home and in 
your Trinity Groups. 
-Family Advent Reading/Book: Unwrapping the Greatest 
Gift: A Family Celebration of Christmas. 
-Children’s Bibles: The Story for Children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore the Story....Let’s dig into God’s Word: 
 

-Read the week’s Bible story together.   
-Grab some materials (stump, a “road”/rocks, peg people/make your own figures, animals, barn/stable, etc) and reenact 
the week’s story together.  
-I wonder….”what is your favorite part of the story?” 
-Discuss how this week’s story helps our hearts prepare for Jesus’ birthday, which we celebrate at Christmas. 
 
Tell A Story...Let’s share who we are as followers of Jesus: 
 

-Share stories of hope (lesson 1), faith (lesson 2), joy (lesson 3) and love (lesson 4) with one another during your daily 
routines.  Grab a piece of paper and some markers and color a picture to remind you of that event or story.  Send these 
drawings to friends and loved ones who live far away or post them where you’ll see them this week. 
-Discuss with your child how you can celebrate Jesus birthday in a way that is more kingdom oriented.  As you prepare 
for Christmas, think about giving gifts that build relationships and have meaning.  Give to others in lieu of receiving; 
have your child help pick a mission partner to give to.  Talk to your child about why you are making the choices you are 
making when it comes to gift giving.   
 
What if We Lived the Story?....Let’s follow the leading of the Holy Spirit: 
 

-Grab some purple ribbon (long enough to tie around wrists).  Talk about purple being the color that a lot of people use 
to decorate the churches with in Advent.  Talk about what hope means (this could be linked to the first candle on the 
Advent wreath as well). Discuss the idea that Advent is a time of hope and waiting for Jesus to come again- waiting for a 
better time when there will be no more death or sickness or crying.  Give everyone a purple ribbon and ask them to tie it 
round the wrist of someone else in the group or family, praying as they do so that that person will have hope in Jesus in 
the coming weeks.   
-Celebrate Jesus’ birthday with others.  Invite people over to have cake to celebrate Jesus’ birthday!  Have your child help 
decorate the cake.   
-Do something special for someone.  Each week, children are “lighting” candles to represent hope, faith, joy and love.  Do 
something practical like take a meal to or visit someone who is sick, alone, or in need.  Maybe take a candle to someone 
and spread the light of Christ this Advent season.  Make your own “hope, faith, joy and love” candles to give away. 
 

During the season of advent, we’ll be lighting 
candles each Sunday morning in the gatherings 
and again at the Christmas Eve gathering.  Talk 
about Advent, using an Advent wreath.  Help 
children connect what is happening in the 
gathering to what you celebrate at home. 
 
Make it fun! Search “advent wreath” on 
Pinterest for ideas of forming your own advent 
wreath.  Have your child(ren) help gather 
supplies and build your own! Many of the ideas 
have four candles. You may add a fifth to light 
on Christmas Day (make it the “Christ” candle). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


