
  
  

 

“God loved the world so much that he gave us Jesus.” 
(see John 3:16) 

 
 
 

Be the Center 
 
 
 

Jesus loves me 

Identity 2018: Joined to the Branch 
 
We find our identity in Jesus, God’s great gift 
of love to us. The more time we spend with 
Jesus; the more parts of our lives we submit 
to him, the more we will resemble him. This 
unit explores how we find our (new) identity 
in him, first by seeing God’s great love for us 
in Jesus, taking a look at his life and ministry.  
 
 

Create Space: Create space in your home where your child 
can retell stories with figures. Create a box with a scene and 
some disciples of Jesus (grab some wooden “peg people” or 
make your own figures). Leave them out where your child 
can see them and engage with the story throughout the unit.  
 
Remember:  Post the memory verse (or at the very least, the 
3 Basic Truth, “Jesus loves me”) in your car, bathroom, 
kitchen table or somewhere you’ll see it often. Pray it over 
your child or encourage your child to say it with you.  
 
Hands: Plant some seeds in a pot with rocks and seeds in a 
pot with soil. Watch the seeds grow. Talk about how our 
hearts can be like rocks or soil when it comes to the Spirit 
working in us, and what grows out of a heart that follows 
Jesus. 

 
 
 
Lesson 1. Jan 7: Jesus’ Early Life—Jesus Goes to Jerusalem with his parents; Children of God Bible 
 
Lesson 2. Jan 14: Disciples of Jesus—Jesus Goes Fishing; Children of God Bible 
 
Lesson 3. Jan 21: Sermon on the Mount: New commandments: God loves us! “The Singer,” JSB 
 
Lesson 4. Jan 28: Parables: Sower, “The Farmer and His Seeds,” Jesus Calling Bible 
 
Lesson 5. Feb 4: Jesus’ Hospitality/Peacemaking: Zacchaeus, Children of God Bible 
 
Lesson 6. Feb 11: Let children come to me, Children of God Bible 
 

*The Children of God Bible was used in this unit.   
It is worth having one at home.  

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Let’s connect as parents as we disciple our 
children together: 
In what ways do you sense God drawing you 
close to himself, saying, “I love you”? How 
might you follow Jesus more closely during this 
season, finding your identity first and foremost 
in him? 
 
Resources to check out: 
-Trinity’s Parent Cue page, click on the Godly Play 
tab to learn more about our curriculum structure. 
-Children’s Bibles: Check out: Children of God (by 
Desmond Tutu); and, for younger children, check 
out Jesus Calling Bible (these stories are fairly short 
for younger kids).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore the Story....Let’s dig into God’s Word: 
 

-Read the week’s Bible story together.   
-I wonder….”what is your favorite part of the story?” 
-Discuss how this week’s story helps us become more like Jesus. 
-Discuss what it means to follow Jesus.  What do we do when we follow Jesus? 
 
Tell A Story...Let’s share who we are as followers of Jesus: 
 

-I wonder if we are important to God? How do we know? How does God show us love? 
-Share stories of how you follow Jesus. Maybe describe some of your “old ways” and then some of your new, Christ-like 
ways. Draw pictures together to explore the different ways we follow Jesus in our everyday life.   
-Discuss with your child how important they are to God. Make it a part of your routine (maybe first thing in the morning 
or during your bedtime routine) to communicate God’s love to them. You might simply gain your child’s attention and 
say, “I love you, Jesus loves you” and give them a hug or kiss.  
 
What if We Lived the Story?....Let’s follow the leading of the Holy Spirit: 
 

-I wonder who we can spend time with to grow strong and wise in the ways of God? When you want to become like 
someone what do you do?  
-Pray that the Spirit would lead you in following Jesus.  Take time to praise God and affirm one another when you notice 
that you’re following Jesus.    
-How might you follow Jesus this week, showing hospitality to others? 
-Who might God be calling you to love better this week? How will you show them love? Pray that God would change 
your heart to be more like his toward that person this week.  
-Invite a trusted friend or family member to spend time with your child, showing them how much God loves them.  
Maybe take them on a special “kid date” to the ice cream shop or out for hot chocolate.   
-Spend at least five minutes each day with each of your children, communicating to them how much you love them.  Just 
simply giving them your undivided attention is a great place to start! 
 

Visit www.indytrinity.org and go to the Parent 
Cue page. Click on the “worship” tab for ideas 
about engaging your children in Trinity 
gatherings.  Song lists are up with links for easy 
download/purchase. Listen to them in the car 
or play them at home during normal routines. 
Even children who can’t read can learn songs 
and participate in gatherings through singing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


