
  
  

 
“In Christ we are one body.” See Romans 12:5 

 
 
 
 

Open the Eyes of My Heart 
 
 
 

God made me, Jesus loves me,  
The Spirit is always with me 

Pentecost 2018:  
Following the Holy Spirit 
 
After Jesus ascended into heaven, Jesus’ 
followers received God’s gift of the Holy 
Spirit so Jesus could be with us always, in 
every time and in every place. The Holy 
Spirit fills the believers and causes them to do 
wonderful things in the name of and by the 
power of Jesus. As we listen to their stories, 
we can see the gift of the Holy Spirit is for us 
too. The Spirit can fill our hearts and affect 
the actions of our own lives as well.  
 

Create Space: Create a space where kids can curl up with 
you and their favorite Bible.  Have an electric candle there to 
remind you of the Holy Spirit’s presence with you.  Take 
time to read the story each week in your space.  
 
Remember:  Get out a map of the world and mark various 
countries (maybe as a part of a mealtime routine, each day) 
and pray for the Body of Christ, our brothers and sisters, all 
over the world.  
 
Hands on: Make wind chimes with your child.  Hang them 
outside where the wind will catch them and make noise.  
Much like the Holy Spirit, sounds from the wind chimes give 
evidence of the wind.  The Holy Spirit can’t be seen, but 
evidence of the Holy Spirit can.  Discuss what evidence of 
the Holy Spirit you see in the world. 

 
 
 
Lesson 1. April 8: The Good News (p. 114 in Children of God Bible) 
Lesson 2. April 15: God keeps his promises: “Joy Came Down” in Jesus Calling Bible, p. 228-231 
Lesson 3. April 22: Letters to help the new church/--The Bible  (JSB: Story and the Song minus last paragraph) 
Lesson 4. April 29: All part of the Body of Christ: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 (retold) 
Lesson 5. May 6: Listening to and following the Spirit—Philip and the Ethiopian/Evidence of the Spirit; p. 232-233 
in Jesus Calling Bible 
Lesson 6. May 13: God’s Family Grows (retelling of Acts 28)/The Global Church 
Lesson 7 (repeat of Lesson 6). May 20/Pentecost Sunday: God’s Family Grows (retelling of Acts 28)/The Global 
Church 
May 24: Memorial Day weekend: NO KIDS MINISTRY 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Let’s connect as parents as we disciple our 
children together: 
What are the best practices you have for 
practicing the presence of God throughout your 
day, reminding you of the Holy Spirit at work? 
What is God teaching you about being a part of 
the Body of Christ? 
 
Resources to check out: 
-To learn more about how to engage children in 
worship, check out the book “Parenting in the 
Pew.” 
-To learn more about how to connect with your 
child emotionally as you discipline and disciple 
them, check out the book “Easy to Love, Difficult 
to Discipline.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore the Story....Let’s dig into God’s Word: 
 

-Read the week’s Bible story together.   
-I wonder….”what is your favorite part of the story?” 
-Discuss how this week’s story helps us understand who we are as the Body of Christ, a part of the community that 
follows the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
-Discuss how you see the Holy Spirit at work in this week’s story. 
 
Tell A Story...Let’s share who we are as followers of Jesus: 
 

-Tell about how you like to serve the Body of Christ. 
-Share with your child the different ways that you hear from God, through the Holy Spirit.  
-Share a story of a time you obeyed God, joining the Body of Christ in the work that God has called us to in the world. 
-Discuss with your child what you see in them—what makes them a special part of the Body of Christ?  Make it a part of 
your routine (maybe first thing in the morning or during your bedtime routine) to name the gifts you seen in them.   
 
What if We Lived the Story?....Let’s follow the leading of the Holy Spirit: 
 

-Pray that the Spirit would lead you in following Jesus, living as a part of the community/Body of Christ this week.   
-Download “Open the Eyes of My Heart” (our song for the unit) or “Holy Spirit” and play it throughout your day, 
inviting the Spirit into every part of your day. 
-I wonder what God is teaching you about being a part of the Body of Christ?  
-I wonder how you might be more attentive to the Holy Spirit? 
-Get together as a community, do something together that includes everyone, young and old.  Maybe have a meal 
together and pair up each child with an adult (other than his or her own parent).  Take time to get to know one another. 
-Remind your children that they are a part of your family (as well as God’s family).  Encourage them to think about how 
they might act like a part of the family at home and at Trinity and into the world? 

Ideas for helping children engage in worship: 
 
Sit up front so children aren’t distracted by 
what’s going on around them.   
 
Sit where they can see those who are talking 
and where the music is coming from.  Or, hold 
them up during the community singing. 
 
Try sitting somewhere they can move and 
dance freely during the music. 
 
During the passing of the peace, introduce your 
child to another adult in the gathering before 
being led to his or her ministry space. 
 
Remember that your children are learning from 
you and others how to engage in worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


