
  
  

 
“God will send a Friend: the Holy Spirit.”  

John 14:26 (paraphrased) 
 
 

 
Holy Spirit You are Welcome Here 

 
 
 
God loves me, God made me, Jesus wants to 

be my friend forever. 

Pentecost 2017: The Holy Spirit and 
the Followers of Jesus 
 
After Jesus ascended into heaven, Jesus’ 
followers received God’s gift of the Holy 
Spirit so Jesus could be with us always, in 
every time and in every place. In the early 
church the Holy Spirit filled Peter, Philip, 
Dorcas, and John--among others--and caused 
them to do wonderful things in the name of 
and by the power of Jesus. As we listen to 
their stories, we can see the gift of the Holy 
Spirit is for us too. The Spirit can fill our 
hearts and affect the actions of our own lives 
as well. 
 
 

Create Space: Create a space where kids can curl up with 
you and their favorite Bible.  Have an electric candle there to 
remind you of the Holy Spirit’s presence with you.  Take 
time to read the story each week in that space or just simply 
let your child light the candle each day to remind you of the 
Spirit’s presence with you. Read the week’s story elsewhere. 
 
Remember:  Get out a map of the world and mark various 
countries (maybe as a part of a mealtime routine, each day) 
and pray for our brothers and sisters, other followers of 
Jesus, all over the world.  
 
Hands on: Make wind chimes or a kite with your child(ren).  
Take your creation outside and talk about the connection 
between the Spirit and the wind.  Much like the Holy Spirit, 
sounds from the wind chimes, or the flight of the kite, give 
witness to the wind.  The same is true with the Spirit: we 
cannot see it, yet we see evidence of the Spirit’s work and 
movement among us as we help others in need, as others 
help us, as we pray, and as we worship. Discuss what 
evidence of the Holy Spirit you see in the world. 

 
 
 
Lesson 1. April 23rd: Ascension, Children of God Storybook Bible pg 114, Acts 1:1-11. 
Lesson 2. April 30th: Pentecost, from Young Children and Worship, Acts 2 
Lesson 3. May 7th: "Peter, Follower of Jesus, Heals a Lame Man in Jerusalem," Following Jesus, Acts 3:1-16 
Lesson 4. May 14th: "Philip, Follower of Jesus, Teaches in Samaria," Following Jesus, Acts 8:4-25 
Lesson 5. May 21st: "Dorcas, Follower of Jesus, Helps the Poor in Judea," Following Jesus, Acts 9:36-42 
May 28th: MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND/NO KIDS MINISTRY 
Lesson 6. June 4th: "John’s Dream," Jesus Calling, Revelation 21 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Let’s connect as parents as we disciple our children 
together: 
Gather with other trustworthy parents. Pray for each 
other’s children: that their hearts would be sensitive 
to the Spirit’s words and that they would bravely 
follow the Spirit’s guidance. 
 

Resources to check out: 
-The Day When God Made Church by Rebekah McLeod 
Hutto 
-Praying in Color by Sybil MacBeth This book is for 
adults, but it may inspire you to pray through times 
of coloring with your child 
-Consider listening to Trinity’s “The Empowered 
Community” series at 
http://www.indytrinity.org/sermons/ (Jan 8th -Feb 
27th, 2017). 
-Seamless Faith by Traci Smith (for simple practices 
for daily family life) 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore the Story...Let’s Dig into God’s Word: 
-Find some time - during a car ride or in a comfy chair or anywhere! - to review the story from each 
Sunday morning. 
-What were the people’s names? 
-What were they doing? 
 
Tell a Story...Let’s share who we are as followers of Jesus: 
-When the Holy Spirit prompts you to do something, remember to share this experience with your child. 
Allow them to drive any further conversation. 
-Talk about the similarities or difference between yourself and the characters of the stories.  
-What parts of the story did you and your child like the best? Why? 
 
What if we Lived the Story? ...Let’s follow the leading of the Holy Spirit: 
-Take opportunities to speak about the Holy Spirit in your day to day life with your child(ren). 
-Together, find a way to post this unit’s memory verse somewhere visible:  

“God will send a Friend: the Holy Spirit.” John 14:26. 
Write it with dry erase markers on a mirror, take a picture of your child holding each word and clip 
them up on a string, post it on the seat backs facing their car seats, hang it on their ceiling above their 
bed. Switch it to a new place each week so you remember to practice it together. 
-Consider singing (to the tune of Frere Jacques): 

“God the Father, God the Father 
God the Son, God the Son 

God the Holy Spirit, God the Holy Spirit 
Three in one, three in one.” 

 
 
 

Ideas for helping children engage in worship: 
 
Sit up front so children aren’t distracted by 
what’s going on around them.   
 
Sit where they can see those who are talking 
and where the music is coming from.  Or, hold 
them up during the community singing. 
 
Try sitting somewhere they can move and 
dance freely during the music. 
 
During the passing of the peace, introduce your 
child to another adult in the gathering before 
being led to his or her ministry space. 
 
Remember that we are learning from one another 
how to engage in worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


